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Old Tennent Church, Tennent, N. J., built in 1751. 
One of the oldest American Presbyterian churches 
still in use. 
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(Lesson for January 1) 


Lesson 1.—The Gospel of the Son of God 
John 1; 20:30, 31 





Children at Home 


Robert’s “Brought One” Button 


By P. Rossman 


669 T’S time to get up,” called Mrs. 
Hanson from the kitchen. 

“T don’t think I’ll get up yet,” Bobby 
answered. He had already decided that 
since his mother wasn’t home, he would 
be able to do pretty much as he pleased. 


“Don’t you usually go to Sunday 
school?” asked Mrs. Hanson. She was 
new to the household, and had been 
called in to take charge while his par- 
ents left on a sudden trip to visit his 
grandmother. 

“Yes, I usually go,” Bobby replied, 
“but today I guess it is too cold.” If his 
mother had been home there would have 
been no question about his going. 

“Well, I suppose it is a little chilly 
today, but it really isn’t too cold,” mur- 
mured Mrs. Hanson; “your mother left 
in such a hurry when the telegram came 
that she didn’t say anything about Sun- 
day school.” 

“I think I had better stay home,” 
Bobby said determinedly. 

He climbed out of bed and pulled 
aside the window shade to look out. 
He was anxious to find a few more ex- 
cuses for staying at home. 

“I’m looking out of the window,” he 
called to Mrs. Hanson, “and everyone 
on the street certainly looks cold.” 


“Nonsense!” said Mrs. Hanson sharply. 
She had already looked at the ther- 
mometer on the porch and knew that 
it was just barely freezing, in spite of 
the sharp wind that was blowing. 

From his window, Bobby could see 
only two houses. One was the Johnston 
residence, where they never got up un- 
til late on Sundays. That house looked 
silent and lifeless. The other house that 
he could see was the little yellow one 
where Freddy, the new boy, lived. 
There was smoke coming from the chim- 
ney, so he knew that they were up in 
Freddy’s house. 

He wondered if Freddy were up, too. 
They had had a special “Bring Some- 
one” service in the Sunday school the 
previous Sunday, and Freddy was the 
boy whom he had brought. He had 
received a shiny blue button as a re- 
ward. It had white letters printed on 
it which said, “Brought One.” 

Freddy surely knows the way himself 
now, he decided, as he climbed back 
into his bed. His bed was snug and 
warm, but he really did not feel any 
too comfortable. He knew that since 
Freddy was a new boy, he would prob- 
ably hesitate to go alone. Besides, he 
knew that he had promised to call for 
him. : 

Bobby closed his eyes and tried -to 
sleep. Then he thought of what his 
teacher had said when she had passed 
out the “Brought One” buttons. 

The teacher had said, “I am very happy 
to pass out these buttons to every one 
of you who has found a new pupil to 
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bring to our Sunday school. To wear 
such a button is both an honor and an 
obligation.” 

His teacher had made quite a speech 
about bringing others. As he lay there 
in bed Bobby couldn’t remember every- 
thing that she had said, but he did re- 
member that she had explained that it 
was their obligation to be an example 
for others. 

And when she had said, “It is a fine 
example a group of children set when 
they walk along the street with their 
Bibles in their hands on their way to 
Sunday school,” Freddy had raised his 
hand and said: 

“That’s really why I wanted to come. 
Every Sunday since we moved here, I 
watched Bobby go past my house, and 
I was so happy when he invited me 
to come, too.” 

Bobby remembered how happy and 
proud he had been when Freddy’ had 
said that, and as he remembered, he 
suddenly felt ashamed. 

Then he jumped out of bed. 

“Why, I simply can’t stay home!” he 
exclaimed to Mrs. Hanson, “I’m sup- 
posed to be an example.” 

Mrs. Hanson helped him get ready as 
quickly as possible, and when he and 
Freddy, both a little breathless, entered 
the Sunaay school room just as the bell 
rang, he felt glad and happy again, be- 
cause he knew that to wear a “Brought 
One” button is “both an honor and an 
obligation.” 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Vaticanism. By Albert Lévitt. (Van- 
tage Press, Inc, New, York 1; $3.) 
Here is a very timely book. Hoping to 
avoid the charge of religious bigotry, 
the author is careful to distinguish be- 
tween the religion of the Romish 
Church, and its political principles and 
activities. However in regard to the 
latter, he “places Vaticanism upon the 
same level as communism and fascism.” 
For ninety pages the author presents a 
factual, well-documented review of the 
development of the political policies of 
Rome. Here is a veritable mine of in- 
formation. In twenty-two pages Judge 
Lévitt applies these principles to show 
their opposition to American political 
philosophy. A _ forty-page index in- 
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cludes excerpts from the Council of 
1870 called by Pius IX, and from the 
concordats and treaties made by “the 
Holy See” with Italy and Spain. Here 
the political tyranny of the Vatican is 
all too evident. A lengthy bibliog- 
raphy is found at the end of the 
volume. Protestants must fight for 
their faith and their freedom with in- 
controvertible facts. These facts they 
will find in this brief volume. We wish 
for it a wide and careful reading. 


Truth for Each Day. By Vance Hav- 
ner. (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $2.95.) Daily meditations 
on Bible truth could be trite. But 
these are not. Vance Havner has a 
knack of saying things in a refreshing, 
arresting way. He also sees veins of 
truth in the mine of Scripture that 
many other readers miss. Here is a 
collection of short essays (200-300 words 
each) on various aspects of the Chris- 
tian life—each based on a _ text—for 
every day in the year. It can well 

(Continued on page 1013) 
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Our peace, joy, and efficiency in Christian service are 
all greatly increased when the lines of communication are, 
as it were, kept open between ourselves and God. He ought 
The com- 
munication is opened when we receive Christ as Saviour, 
for He is the “one mediator between God and-men” (1 Tim. 
2:5). We must then do our part, with God’s help, to keep 


at all times to have a private line to our ear. 


the communion unbroken. As on a party wire, there are 
three other interlopers who will always try to break the 
connection. These are the Devil, the world, and the flesh. 
Besides them there are other voices that may garble the 
messages that we ought to hear clearly from God. That is, 
we may listen at first, and too long, to what other Christians 
have to say before taking a matter directly to God to find 
out what His will for us is. God often uses some text 
to guide us in a given situation. Since every believer is 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, He may speak quietly to us in 
conformity to the Scriptures, never in contradiction. 
Changing the figure a bit, we are always in danger if we 
get our eyes off the Lord and fix them on people and things, 
particularly in times of difficulty. The underlying prin- 
ciple of our life and service should be, “Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2); and this 
should run like a golden thread through all the hours and 
days of our lives. Trouble is sure to come, but when it does 
the important thing for us is to look to God at once and 


The Joy of Dealing Directly With God 


see what He has to say to us. “Who teacheth like him?” 
(Job 36:22.) If we have fallen into sin, He can use even 
this to humble us, quiet us, and make us more dependent 
on Himself. If someone criticizes us severely, we ought 
not to give place to the Devil by allowing resentment to 
smolder and burst into flame in our hearts; we ought rather 
to look at once to God for grace to take it calmly and ask 
Him what He would teach us through it. The important 
question is not what kind of person did the criticizing, 
but, Is there any truth in it? We may need a lesson, though 
it comes in shabby clothes. It is a great consolation to 
remember that nothing can touch a believer without God’s 
permission, at least, and He sometimes deals severely with 
us just because He loves us and would keep us from going 
the way of the world. We are often in need of that 
reminder: “And ye have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not 
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him: for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Heb. 12:5, 
6). The key to many a hard-turning lock is found in the 
attitude and the assurance expressed by Micah in these 
words: “I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because 
I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and 
execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the 
light, and I shall behold his righteousness” (7:9). 





Lesson for January 1 in this issue 





Lesson 1.—The Gospel of the Son of God. 
John 1; 20:30, 31. 


Children—Robert’s “Brought One” Button. - 





The Cross—an Offense, a Folly, 
or the Power of God? 


By Arthur Hedley 
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“For the preaching of the cross is to 
them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the power of 


HE Jews looked for a spectacular 

I coming of the Messiah. He would 
come in majesty from on high to 
deliver them from all their enemies; to 
end all their sorrows and sufferings, and 
to bless them with peace and prosperity. 
Because the Lord Jesus came in lowly 
guise they refused to believe in Him, in 
spite of the witness of His works to His 
some more 
striking demonstration of His power to 
Messiahship 
(Matt. 12:38). He refused to give them 
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any further sign, for unbelief refuses 
to be convinced (see Luke 16:31). 
They would get a sign—the sign of the 
Prophet Jonas (Matt. 12:39, 40), but 
then it would be too late. After they 
had crucified Him, He would make fu- 
tile their cruel work by rising trium- 
phant over death, then they would 
know, to their sorrow, shame, and ter- 
ror, that they had crucified their King. 

When Peter, on the day of Pentecost, 
charged his Jewish audience with hav- 
ing murdered their King, and gave such 
convincing proof that Christ was risen 
from the dead and was exalted at the 
Father’s right hand, about three thou- 
sand were stricken with a sense of 





guilt and fear, and, repenting of their 
sins, confessed their belief that Jesus 
of Nazareth, whom they had crucified, 
was the Son of God, whose coming had 
long been predicted by the prophets 
(Acts 2: 37-40). 

But the Hebrews, proud of their high 
calling, their great history, and glorious 
future, soon began to revolt against the 
preaching of a crucified and risen Mes- 
siah. When Paul met Christ face to 
face, he came to see the fuller signifi- 
cance of His death on the cross. He 
saw that Christ, by His atoning death 
on the cross, had reconciled all men to 
God, both Jew and Gentile. Moreover, 
since man was justified, made righteous 
in God’s sight through the grace of 
God, this meant that winning God’s 
favor through the righteousness of the 
Law had come to an end (Rom. 10:4). 
It was by faith that man was justified 
(Rom. 3:28), and thus all who believed, 
whether Jew or Gentile, became the 
children of God by faith (Gal. 3:20). 

The Jews, jealous of their exclusive 
privileges, became alarmed and angry 
when they heard Paul preaching the 
Gospel of a crucified and risen Christ, 
and saw the Gentiles receiving his mes- 
sage and claiming also to be the chil- 
dren of God. The proud Jews found it 
utterly impossible to accept the Gospel, 
which made the Gentiles equal to 
themselves in God’s sight, without sub- 
mission to Jewish rites. Yea, Paul 
taught that the Jews could never be 
saved by works of righteousness, while 
the Gentiles were saved through faith 
in Christ’s atoning blood. This teach- 
ing was most repulsive to the Jews and 
they sought to kill Paul and to under- 
mine his work by creeping into the 
churches to unsettle and destroy the 
faith of the Gentile believers. From 
that day until now, the preaching of 
the Cross has been an offense to the 
Jews, and will continue to be so until 
Christ comes again. Then, with shame 
and sorrow, they will realize their 
tragic mistake and, looking upon Him 
whom they pierced, “they shall mourn 
for him, as one mourneth for his only 
son” (Zech. 12:10). 

How did the Greeks, who were fa- 
mous for their philosophy, political 
principles, wisdom, and architecture, re- 
ceive “the preaching of the cross.” To 
them it was foolish, a thing they 
treated with ridicule and laughter. 
They preached the gospel of enlighten- 
ment, declaring that evil was the result 
of ignorance. With the entrance of 
light into man’s darkened mind, they 
taught, he would turn from sin and fol- 
low the good. Perfected knowledge 
would lead to perfected living. They 
treated the idea of salvation through 
faith in a crucified Saviour with the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, 
and he shall sustain thee: he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be 
moved” (Psa. 55:22). 
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same scorn that we have met with in 
speaking to Christian Scientists. One 
told me it was a myth, suitable for the 
illiterate and outcasts among whom the 
Salvation Army labored, but not for 
intellectual and morally respectable 
people. To the Greeks, proud of their 
culture, the preaching of the Cross was 
foolishness. When Paul preached to the 
Athenians “some mocked; and others 
said, We will hear thee again on this 
matter” (Acts 17:32). 

By way of contrast, let us consider 
the believer’s experience of the “preach- 
ing of the cross.” Paul says “unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God.” 
The believer speaks of what he knows 
from personal experience, an experi- 
ence that is so universal among 
believers in every land that it is incon- 
trovertible. It is not some conclusion 
he has come to as a result of reasoning, 
but something he has experienced in 
daily life and conduct. Paul had 
proved that the Gospel of Christ cru- 
cified was the power of God in his own 
life; it had done for him what the Law, 
by reason of its impotency, could never 
do. The Law told him what he must 
do to win God’s favor, and brought to 
him a sense of condemnation and guilt 
when he violated it, but it had no 
word of pardon, hope, or deliverance 
(see Rom. 7:7-16). Through faith in 
the atoning death of Christ he had ex- 
perienced the joy of God’s forgiveness, 
the peace of being justified through 
Jesus’ blood; and, living in union with 
the risen Christ, he found it gloriously 
possible to live a life of victory over 
self, sin, and circumstance. “We are 
more than conquerors through him that 
loved us” (Rom. 8:37) was his exultant 
testimony to Christ’s overcoming grace 
and power. 

The word of the Cross had proved to 
be “the power of God” in the lives of 
Paul’s converts in Corinth. It had done 
what Greek culture had so miserably 
failed to do. The Greek city of Corinth, 
famous for its wisdom, commerce, and 
religion, was also notorious for its in- 
iquity. There were a thousand corrupt 
and shameless priestesses attached to 
the temple of Aphrodite in Corinth. 
Religion and immorality went hand in 
hand, and the very name of Corinth 
became a byword for luxury and vice. 
The Greek gospel of enlightenment 
only plunged the people into deeper 
moral and spiritual darkness. 

Paul was not ashamed of his mes- 
sage. Yea, he was proud of it because 
he had seen it do for men what the 
wisdom of-men could never do. To 
some of his converts, once sunk deeply 
in the mire of sin, he could write, “But 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God” (1 Cor. 6:11). It was the power 
of God made manifest in the lives of 
slaves that made the Greeks stand still 
and think again, for as Paul said, in 
irony, “The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:25). The 
effect of the Gospel message on human 
life and conduct proved its overwhelm- 





ing superiority to any other gospel, 
Dr. T. R. Glover in his book, “The 


Influence of Christ in the Ancient 
World,” says: “It was the courage and 
calm of the slave girl, by sex and con- 
dition depressed below the human level, 
that impressed the observer. Who or 
what made them capable of such moral 
grandeur? Who or what set them free 
from the universal fear of death? Who 
or what transformed their ordinary 
lives, and gave them a wholly new 
chastity, honesty, kindliness, a real in. 
tegrity of character? It was the life 
and death of Christians that compelled 
attention, their victory over fear, their 
faith in a living Saviour.” 

Since those days millions have ex. 
perienced in their lives that the Gospel 
is “the power of God unto salvation” 
(Rom. 1:16) and have revealed it in 
transformed lives. The Gospel of Christ 
has done for them what no human gos- 
pel could ever do. Men, once the slaves 
of Satan held fast by the chains of self 
and sin, have been liberated by Christ 
and experience something of “the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God” 
(Rom. 8:21). They have been freed 
from the fear of man, of the future, 
of death, and can now say, “The Lord 
is my light and salvation; whom shall 
I fear? the Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa, 
27:1.) In Christ they have found the 
secret of true satisfaction, of inward 
peace, and of abundant life. In and 
through Christ they are equal to every 
emergency, and can say with Paul, “I 
can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 





a > Wea on- 
Open letters 








How Can I Know | Am Saved? 


I believe that Jesus is the only be- 
gotten Son of God. I believe in the 
Trinity and in the Virgin Birth. At 
times I have felt very near Christ, but 
it has not remained with me always. 

Once I opened the Bible when I 
was deeply disturbed, hoping that I 
would open it to something that 
would give me assurance, but instead 
I opened it to a passage that made 
me feel I would not be forgiven by 
God. 

I have done much religious read- 
ing, some of it I could not accept, but 
I have confidence in The Sunday 
School Times because I believe it to 
be fundamentally sound. 

Lately I have been much oppressed 
and cannot be happy unless I know 
I am saved. I would appreciate a 
reply in your Notes on Open Letters. 
—A Presbyterian reader. 

A large portion of this Presbyterian 
reader’s letter has not been reprinted 
because of space limitations. It quotes 
many Scripture passages and a numbef 
of comments from THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times that this reader says she believes 

(Continued on page 1012) 
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I. Tae CERTAINTY OF ETERNAL LIFE 


HE first Epistle of the Apostle 

T John is the letter of certainty. We 

find in its five chapters the word 

“know” in various forms about forty 
times. In these days of uncertainty 
and bewilderment, how restful it is to 
have this cloister of God’s Word where 
His peace reigns and His comfort sus- 
tains! True, in matters terrestrial some 
of what we knew, or thought we knew 
a few years ago, is now out of date. 
What was a settled fact some time ago 
may now be an error. Here is a glar- 
ing example: the definition of math- 
ematics in. our dictionary is: “. ..a 
science or class of sciences which treats 
of the exact relations existing between 
quantities or magnitudes and opera- 
tions.” But, according to Bertrand Rus- 
sell, quoted by Will Durant in his 
“History of Philosophy,” “Mathematics 
may be defined as the subject in which 
we never know what we are talking 
about, nor whether what we are saying 
is true.” However, in matters celestial 
there is changeless certainty. 

In 1 John 5:13 John states clearly the 
purpose of the Epistle: “These things 
have I written unto you, that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, even 
unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God” (A.S.V.). An ancient 
Arabic proverb will help at this point: 

He that knoweth not, and knoweth 
not that he knoweth not, is a fool; 
shun him. He that knoweth not, and 

knoweth that he knoweth not, is a 

child; teach him. He that knoweth, 

and knoweth not that he knoweth, is 
asleep; wake him. He that knoweth, 
and knoweth that he knoweth, is wise; 
follow him. 
God would have us know, and know 
that we know. And yet there are 
Many sincere believers on the Son of 
God who are living the “hope so” life. 
They hope they are saved. Others feel 
sometimes -that they are, and sometimes 
that they are not. No one would be 
Satisfied with such uncertainty in 
earthly relationships or possessions. 
And it is not God’s will for His children 
to be uncertain. 

There are two Greek words trans- 
lated “know.” One means the knowl- 
edge that depends upon feeling, 
observation, or even experience. The 
other rests upon an authoritative source 
of information. For example, I learned 
as a child that two and two equal four. 
My knowledge has broadened since 
My childhood, but two and two still 
equal four. It does not depend upon 
my feeling, observation, or even reason- 
ing. The word that is used in our text, 
and in all the texts to be used in this 
Series of articles, is the knowledge that 
Tests upon God’s Word, our authorita- 
tive source of information. It is defined 
by Robertson, Thayer, and Vincent as 
“absolute knowledge.” 


1.A Cluster of Christian Certainties 


Eight things the believer may “know” 


Benjamin Franklin is credited with 
having said, “In this world, nothing 
is certain but death and taxes.” 
However, the Christian may know 
from God’s Word many other cer- 
tainties. Mr. Haggai, who is pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., in this first in a 
series of five articles, names two 
such certainties. Next week he will 
discuss “The Certainty of the Sinful 
Flesh” and “The Certainty of the 
Indwelling Holy Spirit.” 








The late Dr. John McNeill, when a 
boy, had a godly minister. After a 
time of questioning about his own sal- 
vation, John McNeill wrote his pastor 
a letter in which he said: “I believe in 
Jesus Christ . . . but I do not feel one 
bit the better for it.” In his prompt 
reply his minister wrote: “Am I to be- 
lieve you in saying, ‘I don’t feel a bit 
the better,’ or am I to believe God ut- 
tering His verdict on you in the Word 
that cannot lie, that the man who be- 
lieves on the Lord Jesus Christ is 
saved?” John McNeill entered there 
and then into the rest of Scriptural 
certainty. From then on he knew that 
he had eternal life, and he proclaimed 
that life everywhere he went. There 
are those who fear that it is presump- 
tuous to speak so positively. Is it pre- 
sumptuous to believe God? Nay, 
rather, it is an awful sin not to believe 
Him. 

It should be noted here that this 
faith in Christ is not a mere mental 
assent. It is not belief in the historical 
Christ. It is not believing the Apostles’ 
Creed. It is not even believing that 
Christ is the Saviour of the world. 
All these are true, but they do not 
bring salvation. Eternal life comes 
when a sinner receives the Lord Jesus 
Christ into his heart as his own per- 
sonal Saviour, as the one who bore his 
sins on the cross of Calvary. 

When I was a student at the Southern 








In Faith They Come 


By C. A. Lufburrow 


“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
S WISE MEN saw the star, 
And shepherds heard 
The story of the birth 
Of Christ the Lord, 
So each one came to share 
The Saviour’s presence there. 


In simple faith they come 
Each passing year; 

Some who can see the light 
And some who hear, 

Just as the Scriptures say 

They came that Christmas Day. 
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By the Rev. W. A. HAGGAI 


Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis- 
ville, Ky., I saw a notice on the school 
bulletin board that a well-known phi- 
lanthropist had offered a chunk of beef 
to every married student of the Sem- 
inary. Upon my return home I told 
my wife that we were going to have 
beef for Sunday. When Saturday 
morning came, I went to the designated 
place and stood in the long line. In 
due time, I received my chunk of beef, 
which we enjoyed the following day. 
Had I agreed that that said philanthro- 
pist was a generous man, but stayed 
home instead of accepting personally his 
offer and claiming my share, I would not 
have received my meat. Thus merely 
assenting to the love of God and the 
sacrifice of Christ, but not applying it 
to my soul, does not give me eternal 
life. “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life’ (John 3:36). 
“These things have I written unto you, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life, even unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God.” 

Hallelujah! ’tis done! 

I believe on the Son; 

I am saved by the blood of 

the Crucified One. 


II. THE CERTAINTY OF SECURITY 


HILE the Apostle Paul was wait- 

ing to be offered up, knowing 
that the time of his departure by 
means of the Roman _ executioner’s 
sword was drawing near, he wrote to 
Timothy in the second Epistle, chapter 
one, verse 12: “Nevertheless I am not 
ashamed: for I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day.” 

“Do you believe in ‘once saved al- 
ways saved’?” asked a sweet, elderly 
Christian woman. “What do you under- 
stand by that?” I replied. “Why,” an- 
swered she, “it means that after you 
get converted you can. steal and kill 
and commit any sin and still go to 
Heaven.” “Indeed no,” I rejoined. “We 
neither believe nor teach any such 
error. We simply believe and teach 
what God’s Word teaches, that those 
who are saved are kept secure by God’s 
power unto the day of redemption.” 

The word “committed” literally trans- 
lated is “deposited.” And it is used 
by Paul only. In 2 Timothy 1:12 it is 
“my deposit.” 

I was being shown through a safe 
deposit vault in a certain bank. The 
guide informed me that the walls were 
twenty-four inches thick. They were 
built of reinforced concrete with a steel 
lining. The door weighed seventeen 
tons. Thus the vault was proof against 
fire, water, or burglary. The deposits 
were safe in such a place. But more 
safe is the soul of the believer in God’s 
safe deposit vault. 

For several years in my early Chris- 





(5) 1003 








tian life I lived in constant fear and 
apprehension of losing my salvation. I 
was most unhappy at times, to say the 


least. Oh, how well do I remember 
the time, in 1918, when the Holy Spirit 
illuminated this truth of the security 
of the believer to my soul’s eyes, and I 
entered into His blessed safe deposit 
vault experientially. I had been there 
positionally ever since I had been born 
again, but I did not know it. 


“I know whom I have believed,” de- 
clared the apostle. This “know” is the 
same as that used in the preceding 
section: absolute knowledge that rests 
upon an authoritative sourcee—the Word 
of God—and not upon feeling, circum- 
stances, or environment. Because of 
knowing Him—not about Him—he was 
persuaded that Christ had the power 
to keep his deposit against that day. 
In other words, when a sinner comes 
to the Lord Jesus and receives Him as 
Lord and Saviour, he deposits the des- 
tiny of his soul in His hand with the 
assurance that Christ will keep it. This 
is a part of salvation and_ is included 
therein. Salvation is more than hav- 
ing our sins forgiven, glorious as that 
may be. It is making us, who are “by 
nature the children of wrath, even as 
others,” to become children of God. It 
is translating us from the power of 
darkness into the Kingdom of His dear 
Son (Col. 1:13). It is the raising of us 
who are “dead in trespasses and sins” 
and making us sit together “in heav- 
enly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2: 
1-7). This is security. 


Does not this teaching furnish lib- 
erty to sin? Perish the thought! How 
can we who have died to sin live any 
longer therein? (Rom 6:1, 2.) “If any 
man is in Christ, he is a new creature 
{creation]: the old things are passed 
away; behold, they are become new” 
(2 Cor. 5:17, A.S.V.). The order given 
by our Lord in John 10:27-29.is beau- 
tifully clear: “My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man [anyone 1] pluck them out of 
my hand.” Here we have the true 
Shepherd giving these words of assur- 
ance. On the other hand we hear 
the true sheep saying: “I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him [my _ deposit] 
against that day.” The same sheep ex- 
claims victoriously in Romans 8:38, 39: 
“I am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” He is 
able to keep. None is able to separate. 
Blessed be His name! 

God wants us to know, and to know 
that we know that we have eternal 
life, and that we are kept by His 
power “against that day.” 


1 The word “man” is in italics, which means 
that it is not in the original Greek. 


(To be continued) 


The Need and Opportunity of Child Evangelism 


Five evidences of the opportunity 


ODAY, in America, the majority of 

churches face a tremendous oppor- 
tunity to advance the cause of Christ 
and to check the rise of godlessness. 
Borrowing a thought from Shakespeare, 
it can be said that there is a tide in the 
affairs of the church, which, taken at 
the flood, leads to spiritual fortune. 
Omitted, all the voyage of its life is 
plagued by lost opportunity. The sad 
part of this situation is that the oppor- 
tunity is passing unnoticed. 

The opportunity facing the church to- 
day is that of evangelizing the boys 
and girls of our nation. Evidences of 
the existence of this opportunity may 
be listed as follows: 

1. The working of the Holy Spirit 
among children under certain circum- 
stances. 

2. The readiness with which Chris- 
tians will co-operate in children’s evan- 
gelistic efforts. 

3. The concern of authorities over the 
rising tide of delinquency and youth 
crime. 

4. The readiness with which children 
can be gathered into evangelistic efforts 
when properly executed. 
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By LIONEL A. HUNT 


5. The tremendous mission field of 
pagan children on our doorstep. 

There are other indications than the 
above that it is a day of opportunity, 
but an analysis of these should be suffi- 
cient to challenge any red-blooded Chris- 
tian leader. However, before looking 
them over, it might be well to remind 
ourselves of the value of the child to 
God. Does He want them? Has He 
made provision for their salvation? 
Does He expect the Church to work 
among them? Has He given any spe- 
cific commandments that relate to the 
child? 

The indifference to these questions 
and to the Scriptures involved is the 
prime cause of Christian leaders miss- 
ing the opportunity that would give an 
unprecedented impetus to their work. 
Yes, God does want the child. Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, says, “Whoso 
shall receive one such little child in 
my name receiveth me” (Matt. 18:5). 
Astounding, but true. Let a church go 
all-out to receive the child for Christ’s 
sake and that church will experience 
a sense of the presence of the Saviour 
it has never known. Then, God has 


made provision for the child’s salvation 
for He says, “It is not the will of you 
Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish” (Matt 
18:14). He expects individual Chris. 
tians and corporate bodies to minister 
to the child and has promised a special 
reward. One of God’s commands js 
that we “despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in 
heaven their angels do always behold 
the face of my Father .. .” (Matt. 18: 
19). 

This and many other Scriptures 
indicate that there is no reservation on 
God’s part to do a mighty work among 
children. This is evidenced by the first 
point mentioned above—The working 
of the Holy Spirit among children under 
certain circumstances. : 

A brief look at church history will 
show that there were times when the 
church awakened to the value of the 
child, and revival ensued. The Mora- 
vian revival started when Count Ludwig 
von Zinzendorf poured out his soul to 
God for the children. The Wesleyan 
revival leaped forward with five times 
the impetus when Wesley met Zinzen- 
dorf and put into practice his recom- 
mendations relative to reaching the 
children for Christ. Coming to the day 
of Moody and Spurgeon, huge evan- 
gelistic crusades fcr children were held, 
the report showing that two to three 
thousand children came to the Saviour 
in one of these crusades in the Met- 
ropolitan Tabernacle. In Rochester, 
N. Y., one thousand and one joined the 
churches after such a crusade, some as 
young as nine years. In Albany, N. Y, 
eleven hundred joined the churches. 
In the case of the London effort, Mr. 
Spurgeon, many years later, pointed 
out pillars of the church who had been 
among those child converts. 

The tendency is to discount reports 
of years ago so far as applying them 
to today is concerned. But where simi- 
lar prayer and preparation are carried 
out, present-day experience shcws that 
the Holy Spirit is working as He did 
in those old days. In every case, in 
the writer’s experience (and they run 
into some dozens with some audiences 
as large as two thousand) where a 
congregation has united in expectant 
prayer and proper preparation to carry 
out an evangelistic crusade for chil- 
dren, there has been a phenomenal 
manifestation of the working of the 
Holy Spirit. This is undoubtedly what 
the Lord meant when He said, ‘“Whoso 
shall receive one such little child in 
my name receiveth me.” The opportu- 
nity is here. The question we must ask 
ourselves is, “Do I—does my church— 
want to receive Him?” If the answer 
is “Yes,” the verse reveals the way! 


Toronto, CAN. 
4 
Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 


day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 


tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 


ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Teaching Theology Through Hymns 


And an example of how to do it 


F OUR children are to grow to be- 

come mature Christiens, they must 
be taught doctrine ciic vice iv. cuts of 
Christian living, and that truia a very 
eariy age. truth: must be 
mace both pertinent and practical to 
our children if we are to fulfill our 
calling as Christian teachers. How shall 
this be done? 

There are many methods, of course; 
and none can be dispensed with. But 
one of the simplest and most effective 
is the careful teaching of good and 
well-chosen hymns. Here poetic im- 
agery, so real to the vivid imagination of 
a child—beautiful music, in which his 
heart naturally delights—and sound doc- 
trine in an easily understood form, can 
frequently be found in a lovely and 
readily remembered hymn. 

One of the finest hymns for this pur- 
pose is the Rev. Joseph Grigg’s “Behold 
a Stranger at the Door,” which I like to 
sing to the fragrant setting of “Eden.” 
However, being written in common 
meter, it may also be sung to a great 
many other tunes, of which my second 
choice would be “Hamburg.” 

This is not a children’s hymn: indeed, 
many of the hymns I find most useful 
for the teaching of doctrine to children 
are to be found in the general sections 
of good hymnbooks. However, a skillful 
teacher will find no difficulty in adapt- 
ing such a hymn to the needs of her 
class. 

Let me go through the hymn, stanza 
by stanza, showing how it may be 
taught. 

Begin with a picture, preferably Hol- 
man Hunt’s classic, “The Light of the 
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World.” Relate this to the Scripturs, 
Revelation 3:20. Then lead up to the 
hymn: 


Behold, a Stranger at the door! 

He gently knocks, has knocked b<fore, 

Has waited long, is waiting still: 

You treat no other friend so ill. 

Sing this verse over 
times, asking the children to answer a 
question at the end of each singing. 
“What is the Stranger doing?” “Why 
do you think He is waiting?” “If you 
do not answer Him, how are you treat- 
ing Him?” By the time they have re- 
plied to these questions, the children 
should be able to hum the tune with 
you, then sing it, first after you, then 
with you. In this way they have be- 
come familiar with the music, and also 
with the general content of the stanza. 

In this verse I like to bring out two 
main thoughts: it teaches that there is 
an hour of grace for each of us, and 
that the Lord Jesus is a personal Saviour 
—answer must be made individually. 
Thence I go on to the second stanza: 


O lovely attitude! He stands 

With melting heart and iden hands; 
O matchless kindness! and ‘ie shows 
This matchless kindness to His foes! 


Here we see the patient love of th. 
Saviour, and that He comes bringing us 
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two or three 


By E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


gifts: love, joy, peace, forgiveness, and 
the like. He comes not to take things 
away, but to bri:.g life more abundant. 
These thoughts may be expanded ac- 
end capacity of the 
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children concerned; and the stanza 
thoughtfully sung. Then the hymn 
moves on: 


Admit Him, for the human breast 
Ne’er entertained so kind a Guest! 
No mortal tongue their joys can tell 
With whom He condescends to dwell. 
Here again, the Saviour is shown as 
coming to enrich the heart who bids 
Him enter. In a sense, this is an ex- 
tension of the thought of stanza two, 
with the added opportunity for Chris- 
tian witness. This would be a good 
place to have a word of testimony from 
someone who had recently found the 
Saviour in your Sunday school or else- 
where. When the meaning of the stanza 
is clear to all, sing it, going back to sing 
the hymn from the beginning before 
leaving this lesson. 
But the tempo changes, striking a note 
of great solemnity. 
Admit Him ere His anger burn; 
Lest He depart and ne’er return; 
Admit Him! or the hour’s at hand 
When at His door denied you'll stand. 
Here the children should not only be 
brought face to face with eternal issues 
but also learn the doctrine that Christ 
must be answered either as Saviour or 
judge. Pertinent Scriptures may be 
used here; and though the beauty of the 
song is unabated, its serious tone should 
be well taught and impressed on the 
hearts of the young singers. Too much 
today we tend to teach our youth the 
sweetness of the Gospel and fail to 
show them its bite. The result is 
powerless, immature Christianity. Here 
we have an unparalleled opportunity 
to teach our children both of the good- 
ness and the severity of God. 
The same tone is apparent 
following stanza: 


in the 


Yet know, nor of the terms complain, 
If Jesus comes, He comes to reign: 

To reign, and with no partial sway— 
Thoughts must be slain that disobey. 
One reason the children of today are 
perhaps slower to accept the Gospel 
than we could wish is that we have 
failed to present its challenge. The 
whole tendency of the age is to make 
things easy, to play down the difficulty 
and play up the prize. When the Gos- 
pel is presented faithfully, as in “Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” for example, young 
people of today rise to meet its chal- 
lenge just as they always have, and 
learn to walk the Narrow Way with 
joy. In this stanza, the terms are set 
forth plainly; and wise is the teacher 
who has the boldness to make the most 

of them. 

Note the practical declaration of the 
closing line! It is much easier to give 
up anything else in this world than our 
right to our own thoughts. Conformity 
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to contemporary evangelical Chris- 
tianity is much simpler than seeking to 
govern our thought life—that life from 
which all outer springs of action flow. 
Yet here the writer strikes straight to 
the heart of the matter: it is not what 
we think we are, but what we think, we 
are, as someone has so aptly said. Here 
must be taught the doctrine of the ab- 
solute sovereignty of God, and of prac- 
tical otedience in everything from the 
smallest matter to the greatest. 

We come then to the finel word, and 
teach the doctrine of personal accep?- 
ance as we present the picture of the 
opening door: 

Sovereign of souls, Thou Prince of Peace, 

O may Thy gentle reign increase! 

Throw wide the door, each willing mind, 

And be His empire all mankind. 

Here we see that His sovereignty is 
one of peace; His rule, though ab- 
solute, is one of gentleness. We see, too, 
the universality of His Kingdom—the 
missionary outlook of the Gospel is not 
forgotten. But above all, we press the 
need for personal acceptance of the Sav- 
iour; yet we press it having first taught 
a whole and rounded picture of the 
salvation He offers. Children who are 
thus enjoined to embrace their Saviour 
are likely to do so in full knowledge of 
all that is involved, and should, by His 
grace, be enabled to grow into mature 
and useful Christians, which is the true 
end of all Christian education. 

Such hymns as this have much to 
bring to the children of today, and 
offer rich opportunities to the Christian 
teacher. They may be sung in worship 
services without careful and detailed 
teaching, but they can only reach their 
fullest potential when used as a teaching 
medium. Once taught, the whole doc- 
trinal content passes in review before 
the children each time the hymn is sung; 
and the older the children grow, the 
more such hymns will mean to them 
in the deepening of their spiritual lives. 

Let your hymnbook help you to teach 
your children God’s holy truth! 


TORONTO, ONT., CAN. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1961 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 
"oo List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1961 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
real incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 

The 1961 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sons for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are giver, 


(Continued on page 1014) 
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Lesson’ 1 
January 1 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 

4In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through him might believe. 

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light. 





International Uniform Lesson 








THE GOSPEL OF THE SON OF GOD 


John 1; 20:30, 31; printed text, 1:1-14; 20:30, 31 


Golden Text.—But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 


—John 20:31 


11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth. : 


Chap. 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 





9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 


cometh into the world. 


10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 


and the world knew him not. 


have life through his name. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teacring, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


OHN is one of the New Testament 
J Books that clearly and specifically 

declares why it was written. The 
author asserts that his reason for writ- 
ing lay in the fact that he was anxious 
for his readers to accept the fact that 
Jesus was the Christ, or the Messiah. 
But this Messiah is also divine; He is 
the Son of God. The result of our 
receiving Him as such is that we might 
have life through His name. 

It has been often noticed that John 
is the Gospel of the life, the light, and 
the love. These three key words are 
mentioned many times throughout the 
Book. John enjoyed this life, walked 
in this light, and felt the warmth of 
this love during the months of his as- 
sociation with his Lord. Knowing Him 
in such an intimate way, he wants us 
also to enjoy this fellowship and to 
catch a glimpse of His glory. While 
the glory of Christ is future in the 
other Gospels, it is a present glory in 
John, and he would have us filled and 
thrilled with its radiance and reality. 
By our receiving Him we become the 
children of God, and only thus do we 
become partakers of the divine life and 
nature. 

When we receive Christ we receive 
Him unqualifiedly, giving Him the full 
confidence of heart and life. 


Verse by Verse 

John 1:1.—“In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” 


This tre- 
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mendous statement declares three things 
about our Lord Jesus Christ: His eternal 
existence, His distinct personality, and 
His essential deity. Notice that He did 
not begin in the beginning, but even 
then He was. In the Godhead He 
was a distinct person; He was with 
God. In His nature, however, He was 
God. Described as the Word, Jesus 
Christ is the full and accurate expres- 
sion of the mind of God. 


Verse 2—“The same was in the be- 
ginning with God.” John would here 
emphasize what he has just stated, 
namely, that the Word is a real person, 
and that He had no beginning. 

Verse 3.—“All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any- 
thing made that was made” In this 
chapter we meet Christ as creator be- 
fore we meet Him as redeemer (cf. v. 
29). He is the great producer, and 
this includes everything discovered, un- 
discovered, and discoverable in science. 
Notice, also, that this statement refutes 
the heresy that Christ is a creature. 
If He were a creature, then He must 
have produced Himself! This is, of 
course, an absurdity. 

Verse 4—“In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men.” Because 
Jesus is divine, He is the fountain of 
life. And life is neither manufactured 
nor evolved; neither is it the product 
of dead matter, but always springs 
from life itself. This life which ever 
manifested itself in Jesus, cast the light 
of God on every situation. 

Verse 5.—“And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness compre- 
hended it not.” The word “compre- 
hended” might be better translated 








“apprehended” (see A.S.V.). This 
statement simply means that spiritual 
light invaded the prevailing spiritual 
darkness, but instead of that darkness 
yielding to the light and being ban- 
ished by it, it resisted it. This aston- 
ishing opposition has resulted in the 
persisting coexistence of darkness and 
light since that time. 

Verse 6—“There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John.” This 
was John the Baptist. He was not the 
product of any school, but rather a son 
of the desert who had been taught and 
commissioned by God Himself as a 
special messenger to the nation. 

Verse 7.—“The same came for a wit- 
mess . .. that all men through him 
might believe.” While John’s ministry 
appears to be primarily to Israel, we 
learn here that it had a much wider 
significance. God loved all men and 
was desirous that everyone should be- 
lieve on His Son. Hence He sent this 
unusual witness to point men to the 
Lord Jesus. 

Verse 8—“He was not that Light, 
but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light.” The very fact that there was 
a danger of the witness being mistaken 
for the One to whom he bore witness 
is an evidence of the spiritual blind- 
ness to which men have fallen victim. 
Sin has robbed man of the ability to 
discern spiritual things. 

Verse 9.—“That was the true light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.” Does this statement 
mean that Christ illuminates every 
man that is born? Surely not. It might 
be more clear if it were rendered, The 
true Light was that which, coming into 
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the world, lighteth every man. It is 
not a question of light in man, but 
rather upon man. His coming among 
us has cast new and wondrous light 
upon all men. We can now know what 
God is like. 

Verse 10.—“He was in the world, and 
the world was made by him, and the 
world knew him not.” There are two 
astonishing statements here: first, the 
fact that the great Creator humbled 
Himself to come down into His own 
creation and among His own creatures; 
secondly, those creatures did not recog- 
nize Him when He came among them. 
The fact of this nonrecognition did not 
lie in any attempt on the part of the 
Visiter to conceal His identity, but 
rather its root-cause lay in the innate 
blindness of the human heart. This 
tragedy spells out the distance at which 
man stood from his God. 


Verse 11—“He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” When 
Christ came down among His own pos- 
sessions, His own people refused Him 
their hospitality! They neither knew 
Him nor wanted to know Him. 


Verse 12.—“But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God ...” The sun breaks 
through the clouds here; it is not all 
unrelieved darkness. There were some 
who did accept Him, giving Him their 
heart’s full trust, and to these He gave 
the privilege and right to become chil- 
dren of God. Notice that these did 
not receive some thing but Him. 


Verse 13.—“Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” Here 
we learn how men do not become 
children of God. It is not by heredity, 
nor by self-effort, nor by conforming 
to human religious regulations. The 
new birth is God’s work; He alone 
implants the new life. 


Verse 14—“And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us .. . full of 
of grace and truth.” This statement 
should be linked with verse one. The 
eternal Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
became man and dwelt, or tabernacled, 
among His creatures. In Him grace 
and truth find their perfect balance. 
He never displayed His grace at the 
expense of His truth, nor applied His 
truth at the expense of His grace. 
Both found full harmony and consis- 
tency in the person and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our study today abounds in vivid 
contrasts. Here we see light against 
the background of darkness; life in con- 
trast to death; love over against hate. 

These glorious perfections are dis- 
Played fully in the living Word, the 
Son of God. Though existing in fullest 
equality with God the Father from all 
eternity, and though He was the active 
agent in creation, yet He became a true 
man and deigned to dwell among us. 
He took this marvelous stoop though 





He knew beforehand that the masses 
of His creatures would neither recog- 
hize nor welcome Him. His light, His 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
18. December 25.—God’s Gift of Love. Luke 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 8.—‘“This Beginning of Mir- 
acles.” John 2 











life, and His love would be spurned 
by the majority of the race.~ And yet 
He came. 

A dirty and disorderly room may 
not appear to be such when dimly 
lighted. But once the full rays of the 
bright sunshine are introduced, its true 
appearance becomes instantly manifest. 
The advent of Christ, “the Sun of right- 
eousness” (Mal. 4:2), brought into bold- 
est relief the utter desolation of man’s 
depravity. The darkness seemed blacker; 
death seemed more terrifying; hate 
more dreadfully tragic. 

Filled with grace and truth, the 
eternal Word became flesh to reveal 
God and to redeem man. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The Word as the life (John 1:1-4, 
11-13; 20:30, 31) 

2. The Word as the light (vv. 4-10) 

3. The Word as the love (1:14) 

Topics for Development 

Who Are “His Own”? John is fond 
of the expression, “his own,” and uses 
it several times. Let us look at three 
of these. He uses it twice in the 
eleventh verse of chapter one, and once 
in the first verse of chapter thirteen. 

The first of these uses indicates His 
own things, for the neuter is used. 
This simply means that the Lord Jesus, 
as the true proprietor of the earth, 
came down to His great estate and 
among His own productions. He came 
to His own creation, to His own city, 
and to His own Temple. These were 
all His. 

But “his own received him not.” This 
refers to His own people, the Jews. 
These very people had been presum- 
ably awaiting His arrival for many 
years. The Prophets had repeatedly 
predicted His coming and had sought 
to prepare the moral and spiritual cli- 
mate for His advent. Had they heeded 
these prophecies and been an obedi- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HEN was Christ, the Word, with 
God? 
2. By whom were all things made? 
3. Who was a man sent from God? 
4. Why did the world not recognize 
the Creator when He came? 
5. What is meant by the first “his 
own” in chapter one, verse eleven? 
6. The second “his own”? 
7. Name one way that we do not 
become the sons of God. 
8. What is the only way to become 
God’s child? 
9. Name the two great virtues that 
filled the Word who became flesh. 
10. Why did John write his Gospel? 


(Answers on page 1012) 





ent people, they would have immedi- 
ately recognized their Messiah and 
given Him a royal welcome. But sin 
had blinded and hardened them. The 
icy reception that they gave Him at 
His birth consummated in their col- 
lective hatred of Him at His death. 
Those who were His own by covenant 
relation, and by profession, repudiated 
Him completely. 

The third and final occurrence of the 
phrase, however, is much brighter. And 
it is also much narrower. Knowing 
that He was about to leave them and 
return unto the Father, the Lord, “hav- 
ing loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end.” 
In contrast to the material creation 
that rightly belonged to Him, and in 
contrast to His nation that rejected 
Him, this much smaller company re- 
fers to those who really knew and 
loved Him. These are they who had 
received Him as Messiah and Son of 
God. Thus they had become newborn 
ones in the divine family. 

Today Christ still has His own in the 
world. These have been bought with 
His blood and sealed with His Spirit. 
They are His loved .and purchased 
property. 


Practical Applications 


In today’s study we learn both how 
men do not become Christians and 
how they do become Christians. John 
1:13 takes care of the negative side, 
while verse twelve, the positive. 

No one was ever saved “by blood”; 
i.e., by heredity, or pedigree. Again, 
we do not become the children of God 
because we happen to be born into a 
Christian family. Nor are we born 
again “by the will of the flesh”; i.e., by 
self-determination. Otherwise the cross 
of Christ would have been unnecessary, 
for we could be our own saviors. Fur- 
thermore, none is ever regenerated by 
“the will of man.” This means that 
neither submission to any human of- 
ficial nor conformity to any human 
regulations can make me a Christian. 

Hence, background, determination, 
and religion—any one of these or all 
three together—can never produce the 
new life. 

This life and relationship is received 
and established by a definite act of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. John 
explains it as a receiving of Him. Just 
as bride and bridegroom receive one 
another at the marriage altar, and this 
involves a mutual commitment, so the 
sinner accepts the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, Lord, and bridegroom. This 
issues in a new and eternal relation- 
ship. The one so doing becomes im- 
mediately a child of the living God 
and a possessor of the divine life. 


Golden Text 


John 20:31—“But these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through his 
name.” In this clear and direct state- 
ment the author of this fourth Gospel 
states the reason for the writing of his 
Book. He wants his readers to con- 
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sider especially the great sign-miracles 
of Jesus. If they do so he is sure that 
they will reach the conviction that 
Jesus is the Christ, or Messiah, even 
the Son of God. Believing this, and 
receiving Him, they will have eternal 
life and that through His name. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Standing at the Portal” 
“The Light of the World Is Jesus” 
“Tet Jesus Come Into Your Heart” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
man’s help in ages past, his hope for 
years to come, we gratefully acknowl- 
edge Thy help in the past of our lives 
and the many mercies that have at- 
tended our way. We confess with sor- 
row that we have not known, feared, 
loved, and served Thee as we ought. 
Let Thy mercy blot out our transgres- 
sions and Thy Spirit renew and em- 
power us to follow our Saviour and 
obey Thy Word. Help us this day to 
profit by the lesson study. Keep us 
walking with Thee every day of this 
year in loving, trustful obedience. Send 
out the light of the Gespel to all who 
need it, and let this year see great 
numbers of people brought out of 
darkness into Thy marvelous light. 
Brighten the spirits of the downcast, 
heal those afflicted in body or mind, 
and give aid to all in trouble. Bring 
Thy power to bear upon the ills of our 
world for the healing of the nations, 
and let the time soon come when Jesus 
shall reign and Thy will be done on 
earth as in Heaven. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson shows 
that all people fall into one of two 
classes, those who. reject and those 
who receive the Saviour. The re- 


HIM 


jecters appear in verses 1? and 11 of 
chapter one. Verse 10 says the world 
was made by Christ yet it knew Him 
not. Whenever and wherever people 
worship false gods, they disregard and 
reject Him who made them, Christ Jesus 
the Lord. The next verse says, “He 
came unto his own,” to the Jews, a 
people specially set apart as God’s serv- 
ants. “And his own received him not,” 
- -ttheir leaders rejected Him and se- 
sured His death. Even today, after 
time has shown Christ to be all He 
claimed to be, He is still rejected by 
many even in so-called Christian lands. 
But John next brings to view the other 
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class—“As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the 
sons of God” (v. 12). Not all rejected 
Him. Some, like John, loved, trusted, 
and followed the Saviour. 

Now this contrast between rejecters 
and receivers of Christ carries on 
through history. Each of us today is 
in one or the other of these groups. 
Oh, how much we miss if we fail to 
receive the Saviour! We miss the new 
birth and the blessedness of the Chris- 
tien life into which it brings us. Power 
to become the sons of God goes with 
receiving Christ. All who receive Him 
are “born ... of God” (v. 13). By a 
new and heavenly birth they are 
brought into the family of God. They 
may be despised by the world, but 
they have the loving care of their 
Heavenly Father through this life and 
after that they live in their Father’s 
eternal Home forever. To be a child 
of God is better than all the pleasures 
and treasures of this world. Receive 
Christ as your Saviour, trusting and 
obeying Him, and you will be a child 
of God by faith in Him (Gal. 3:26). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“In the beginning was the Word.. .” 
(John 1:1).—There are three beginnings 
mentioned in the.Scriptures. In Gen- 
esis 1:1 we have the beginning of 
creation. In John’s first Epistle we 
have the beginning of Christianity. In 
John’s Gospel we have a_ beginning 
which is beyond all the other begin- 
nings. 

Dr. Ironside writes of it as “the un- 
beginning beginning,” and says: “When 
everything that ever had beginning be- 
gan, the Word was. He had no begin- 
ning but was the eternally existing 
Son in the bosom of the Father.” 

A traveler said when he was in St. 
Ives, England, he saw a sign on a bath- 
ing establishment that amused him. It 
read: “Come and bathe; water fresh, 
as it is 3,000 miles across.” He saw 
bathers just paddling; others a little 
way out, practicing swimming; and still 
others out quite a distance; but he was 
sure, as he might well be, that no one 
swam across! 

So it is with the Gospel of John. 
Newborn babes in Christ enjoy read- 
ing it, because it is so easy to under- 
stand. The young men and fathers in 
the household of faith, revel in it, too; 
but no one ever swam across it, in the 
sense of perfectly comprehending it. 
What spiritual giant could ever com- 
prehend the Son’s eternity of being? 
But it is nevertheless a fact which is 
most certainly believed among us. 


“ . . the Word was with God, and 








the Word was God” (John 1:1).—The 
expression “with God” reveals His dis. 
tinct personality in the Godhead. He 
makes use of the expression in His 
prayer: “O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world 
was” (John 17:5). The words also 
contain the thought of eternal com. 
munion between the Son and the Fa. 
ther. 

What clearer declaration of the ful] 
aeity of the Son could be desired than: 
“the Word was God”? 

There is no warrant for inserting the 
indefinite article, and making the verse 
read: “In a beginning was the word, 
and the word was with the God, anda 
god was the word!” It is impossible 
truly to believe the Gospel according 
to John, yet successfully deny its state- 
ment regarding the deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


“All things were made by him..” 
(John 1:3).—How could one be a mere 
creature, yet create all things? In verse 
10 we are told, “He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not.” 

How like many religious people to- 
day! They profess to believe the Bible, 
and they know it attributes creation to 
the Lord Jesus, yet they know Him 
not as Creator! They stubbornly re- 
fuse to acknowledge Him as God, al- 
though “withou: him was not any thing 
made that was made!” 


“In him was life...” (John 1:4) .—Our 
life is derived. And we receive eternal 
life when we believe in Him. Our 
Golden Text says, “But these are writ- 
ten, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through 
his name.” He is the very embodiment 
and the fountain of life! He said: “I 
am ... the life’ (John 14:6). Hence, 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (1 John 5:12). 


“And the light shineth in darkness 
...” (John 1:5).—He is the light (8: 
2; 12:46) as well as the life. The 
A.S.V. says: “. . . and the darkness ap- 
prehended it not.” 

Well has Dr. F. B. Meyer said: “There 
are two methods by which darkness is 
produced. One by absence of light; the 
other by loss of sight. It is dark when 
the sun sets—it is also dark when 
the eye is blind. And the darkness 
mentioned in this verse is not the first 
but the second.” (See also John 9:39- 
41.) 


“He was not that Light...” (John 1: 
8).—John the Baptist was “tg burning 
and shining lamp” but “was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light.” And a faithful witness he 
was, too! 

The Lord Jesus is the true light, 
which coming into the world lighteth 
every man. “That is to say the Light 
shines provisionally for every man; but 
only because it came into the world; 
otherwise man must have remained in 
spiritual darkness. That Christ came 


into the world forms one of the out- 
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standing truths of the Gospel of John” 
(W. E. Vine). 

“But as many as received him. . 
(John 1:12).—He came into His own 
world; and His own people (Israel) re- 
ceived Him not; but as many as 
receive Him are given the right to be- 
come children of God. 

The Spirit’s purpose in giving us the 
Gospel of John was that we might be- 
lieve, and believing have life. 

John does not use the word faith, 
but the word believe in its various 
forms occurs at least ninety-seven times! 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HEN it was time to organize a 

new class, someone suggested a 
different way of selecting officers. In- 
stead of electing them, the class made 
a list of all the duties. Then each 
member wrote down his first, second, 
and third choice of these. The papers 
were checked and each member was 
given one of the jobs he had chosen. 
Shall we try this in our class? Then 
let us make a list of jobs that need to 
be done: 

President—Calls meeting to order and 
teaches memory work. 
Vice-President—Sees_ that 

gets a S. S. paper. 

Secretary—Marks attendance. 

Treasurer—Takes offering. 

Bible-Study Secretary—Keeps record 
of those doing homework. 

Missionary Secretary—Keeps record 
of letters and gifts sent to our 
Korean orphan. 

Absentee Secretary—Sends S. S. pa- 
per and bulletin to absentees. 

Birthday Secretary—Sends birthday 
greetings to members. 

Room Decorations (2 needed)—See 
that classroom is kept neat and at- 
tractive. 

If you will all mark your papers to- 
day indicating your choices, we can 
get properly organized next Sunday. 

We begin the year 1961 with lessons 
from the Gospel of John. This Book 
teaches wonderful things about the 
Lord Jesus, and He is the central figure 
of the Bible. 

Last Sunday I asked you to read the 
first chapter of John at home, and then 
to list all the names of Jesus you found 
in it. Shirley remembered, I see. Let 
us have your list: “The Word, God, The 
Light, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten of 
the Father, Christ, Lord, Lamb of God, 
Jesus, Son of God, Rabbi, Master, Mes- 
siah, Jesus of Nazareth, King of Israel, 
Son of Man.” Excellent! These dif- 
ferent names of the Lord Jesus help 
us better to understand how wonder- 
ful He is. 

As we read John 1:1-14, we will 
talk about the meaning of some of 
these names. The first is “the Word.” 
Verse 14 shows plainly that the Word 
was Jesus. It says “the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us.” We know 


everyone 





that God the Son was made flesh, and 
did dwell among men. John 1:14 also 
says, “The glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father.” What great verse calls 
Jesus God’s “only begotten Son”? (John 
3:16.) 

Why is He called “the Word”? We 
use words to make things known. John 
1:18 tells why Jesus is called the Word. 
He showed man what God is like. The 
Old Testament told many things about 
God, but He is most clearly revealed 
by His Son. The Lord Jesus displayed 
God’s holiness, His righteousness, His 
hatred of sin. He also displayed God’s 
love, compassion, and mercy. The 
glory of God shines out in Christ. 

Why do you think Jesus is called 
“the Light’? (Jesus came to earth to 
light the way to Heaven.) True. We 
who follow Him know that we are on 
the road to Heaven and seek His guid- 
ance all along the way. The Lord 
lights our path, showing us what oc- 
cupation we should follow, how we 
should train for it, where we should 
live, and everything else we need to 
know. 

When you hear the words “only be- 
gotten of the Father,” I hope you will 
think of those dear Africans we talked 
of last Sunday, who wept because God 
had given the only Son He had for their 
sakes. 

I wish we could talk about all the 
other names given to Jesus in this chap- 
ter, but time forbids. Before we close 
let us turn to John 20:30, 31 to see 
why this Book of the Bible was writ- 
ten. (“That [we] . might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing [we] . . . might have 
life through his name.”) Right. 

I had a college professor who said 
he thought that Christ was a great and 
good man, but he could not believe that 
He was God. I said to him, “My tes- 
timony is found in some lines that I 
read recently: ‘Though scholars dis- 
agree, I find it daily true: Christ Jesus 
does for me, what only God could do.’” 
He said, “That is unanswerable.” I 
hope that all of us may be able to give 
this testimony from our hearts. 

Please read John 2 before next Sun- 
day, and then answer these questions: 
(1) To what special event was Jesus 
invited? (2) What did they run out 
of at the wedding? (3) What did Mary 
the mother of Jesus say to Him? (4) 
Did Jesus tell her that He would make 
more wine? (5) What did Mary say 
to the servants? (6) What did the Lord 
Jesus Christ tell the servants to do? 
(7) Did they do it? (8) What hap- 
pened? (9) Would you want the Lord 
Jesus invited to your wedding? (10) 
Copy a verse you like from the last 
half of the chapter. 

(Note to Teachers: It would be de- 
sirable to type carbon copies of these 
questions to send home with the young 
people.) 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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What does it matter if only God ap- 
proves?—Hay Aitken. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Book About Jesus 
(John 1:35-45) 
OURTEEN lessons from the Gospel 
of John! First, shall you challenge 
your class to read the entire Gospel? 

Each lesson covers from one to three 
chapters. A colored dot might be 
placed at the end of each chapter read. 
Verses to be memorized may be un- 
derlined or marked in the margin. 
Next, notice that all the Golden Texts 
are from the great verses of this Gos- 
pel. Most of the Memory Verses are 
short, the same as for primaries, and 
often not from the Gospel of John. 
Choose according to the ability of your 
class. 

Let us face it—a little award is an 
incentive! Ask each pupil to bring a 
piece of Christmas ribbon two or three 
feet long (depending on how large your 
fourteen award designs will be). 
Fasten each pupil’s name at the top of 
his ribbon, and tack it up for display. 
The awards may be of colored con- 
struction paper, cut several at a time, 
and the reference printed. For the 
first lesson make a small open Bible 
from white paper. The edges could be 
tinted by the pupils. For the second 
lesson a brown jar could suggest the 
story; the third, a blue circle for the 
world; the fourth, a yellow jar; the 
sixth, a loaf of bread; the seventh, a 
bright yellow sun; the eighth, a butter- 
fly; the tenth, a heart; the thirteenth, 
a cross. For lessons that do not sug- 
gest a simple outline, use colored geo- 
metrical designs: square, triangle, star. 
In each award cut two slits, one near 
the top and one near the bottom, hori- 
zontally, to slip onto the ribbon. Or 
the awards may be stapled to the rib- 
bon. 

This is New Year’s Day! Have you 
already made some New Year’s reso- 
lutions? What resolutions do you think 
our class should make? (If there is 
serious intention of improving such 
conditions as tardiness or disorder, let 
the class appoint a member to rule 
off a chart to be posted on the wail 
with a square for each Sunday, some 
member to be responsible for making 
a black mark in the square at the mo- 
ment the resolution is infringed. Later, 
after there have been several infrac- 
tions, a scoreboard may be made, which 
each Sunday would show the score for 
a kept and a. broken resolution. You 
may introduce reading a chapter each 
week as a New Year’s resolution.) 

How many storybooks about the Lord 
Jesus does the Bible have? We are 
going to read the fourth one, written 
by John the disciple, one of the Lord 
Jesus’ very best friends. Do you know 
why John wrote it? So that you would 
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know about the Lord Jesus, believe in 
Him, and be able to go to Heaven! He 
says so right in chapter 20, verse 31 
(Golden Text. The Memory Verse is: 
“God . . . loved us, and sent his Son 
...’—1 John 4:10. For drill in memo- 
rizing, ask questions that require read- 
ing the answers from the Bible: Why 
did John write these stories—two rea- 
sons. Who is Jesus—two titles. If you 
believe, what do you have? Explain 
“Christ” as meaning the great Expected 
One referred to in past lessons.) 

John the disciple does not tell his 
own name, but I wonder if you can 
find him in the story. When he says 
“John,” he means John the Baptist. 
See how many new folks learned about 
the Lord Jesus and believed in Him in 
two days’ time. (Read John 1:35-45. 
Have the names listed on the black- 
board. Note what they learned in vv. 
29, 41, 45, 49.) Did you find John the 
disciple? He doesn’t mention it, but he 
had a brother. Do you suppose he 
brought him? Find his name (Mark 
1:19). These men believed as soon as 
they knew about the Lord Jesus. Do 
you? They became His disciples—pu- 
pils—for three years to learn more. 
Are you going to be His disciples— 
pupils—and learn more this year? Did 
you notice: as soon as a man believed, 
he went and got someone else to come 
to the Lord Jesus and believe, too. 
Can you do that? 


Orono, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., ae 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 

mg | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

We Can Be Absolutely Sure.—But 
these are written, that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name (John 20: 
31, Golden Text). Queen Victoria at 
the close of a service in. St. Paul’s 
Cathedral asked her chaplain “if one 
could be absolutely sure in this life of 
eternal salvation.” His answer was that 
he knew of no way that one could be 
absolutely sure. This was published 
in Court News and fell under the eye 
of a humble minister of the Gospel, 
John ‘Townsend. John Townsend 
thought and prayed about the matter, 
and sent the following note to the 
Queen: “With trembling hands, but 
heartfilled love, and because I know 
that we can be absolutely sure now of 
our eternal life in the Home that Jesus 
went to prepare, may I ask your Gra- 
cious Majesty to read the following pas- 
sages of Scripture: John 3:16; Rom. 10: 


9, 10? These passages prove there is 
full assurance of salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ for those who believe and 
accept His finished work.” In about a 
fortnight he received the following: “To 
John Townsend. Your letter of recent 
date received and in reply would state 
that I have carefully and prayerfully 
read the portions of Scripture referred 
to. I believe in the finished work of 
Christ for me, and trust by God’s grace 
to meet you in that Home of which 
He said, ‘I go to prepare a place for 
you.’ (Signed) Victoria Guelph.”—From 
a tract of Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. - 


The One Supreme Mystery.—In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God 
(John 1:1). Dr. Len G. Broughton said 
that when He was a medical student 
he could not accept the supernatural 
generation of Christ. He went to a 
doctor of divinity, who reasoned with 
him and left him in greater perplexity 
than ever. His medical education fin- 
ished, he went to the backwoods to begin 
his practice, and one Sunday morning a 
backwoods preacher, at an old country 
meetinghouse, knocked out more skep- 
ticism in one-half hour than he had 
gotten in three years, and this is the 
way he did it. He said: “If there is 
anybody here troubled about the mys- 
tery of God becoming man, I want to 
take you back to the first chapter of 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
| West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 
La Guaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 
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throughout. 


arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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Genesis and the first verse, ‘In the 
beginning God’!” He looked down into 
the audience very searchingly, and said 
the doctor, “I felt that he was looking 
directly at me.” He continued: “My 
brother, let me ask you this: Do you 
believe God was in the beginning? 
That is to say, that before the begin- 
ning began, God was?” I said to my- 
self, “Yes, I believe that.” “Now,” he 
said, “If you believe that God was 
ahead of the beginning, you believe 
the only mysterious thing of this uni- 
verse.” “If I believed that, God knows 
I could believe anything else in the 
world. I had gone to college and trav- 
eled through the mysteries of the the- 
ory of reproduction and the cell for- 
mation, and had come out to realize that 
I was just a common fool; that if God 
was in the beginning that was the one 
supreme mystery of all mysteries of 
this mysterious universe of God.”— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
z. ¥. 


The Same Quickening Power.—In him 
was life...” (John 1:4). E. L. Lang- 
ston in one of his books says: “There is 
a strange plant in Jamaica, called the 
life plant. It is called this because it is 
almost impossible to kill or destroy 
any portion of it. When a leaf is cut 
off and hung by a string, instead of 
shriveling up and dying like any other 
leaf, it sends out white, threadlike roots 
and thus gathers moisture from the air 
and begins to grow new leaves. The 
Gospel,” says Mr. Langston, “is the Life 
Plant of the moral and spiritual world. 
Circulate the Gospel anywhere and it 
will soon take root in the affections and 
heart of mankind and send out tendrils 
of life. In the heart of Africa, or 
among the aborigines of South America, 
or among the Eskimos of the Arctic 
Circle, it has the same quickening 
power which no climate or heathenism 
has the power to kill.”"—From Evangeli- 
cal Commentary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Now Show Me Your Darkness!—And 
the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not (John 1: 
5). There is an allegory written for 
the little ones, but serviceable to the 
grown folks: Once upon a time a Cave 
lived under the ground, as caves have 
the habit of doing. It had spent a life- 
time in darkness. It heard a voice 
calling to it, “Come up into the light; 





SERS of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 

Tres Illustration Round 
Table will miss the name of Miss 
M. Irene Jury. Miss Jury, who 
made many fine contributions to 
this department from time to time, 
went to be with her Lord on No- 
vember 1 after a brief illness. 
She was eighty-one years of age 
and a native of Pennsylvania, but 
for the last twelve years had made 
her home in Glendale, Calif., at 
the United Presbyterian Home 
of the West. 
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come and see the sunshine.” The Cave 
retorted, “I don’t know what you mean; 
there isn’t anything but darkness.” Fi- 
nally the Cave ventured forth and was 
surprised to see light everywhere. Look- 
ing up to the Sun the Cave said, “Come 
with me and see the darkness.” The 
Sun asked, “What is darkness?” The 
Cave replied, “Come and see.” One 
day the Sun accepted the invitation. 
As it entered the Cave it said, “Now 
show me your darkness!” But there 
was no darkness—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration. 


The True Witness—He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light (John 1:8). One day a 
friend of mine, in passing down a street, 
saw a crowd at a shop door and had 
the curiosity to look in. There he 
saw an auctioneer holding up a grand 
picture so that all could see it. When 
he got it in position, he remained be- 
hind it and said to the crowd, “Now, 
look at this part of the picture ... and 
now at this part,” and so on, describing 
each detail of it. “Now,” said my 
friend, “the whole time I was there I 
never saw the speaker, but only the 
picture he was showing.” That is the 
way to work for Christ. He must in- 
crease, but we must be out of sight. 
—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


An Outstanding Case of Nonrecog- 
nition—He was in the world, and the 
world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not (John 1:10). Orville 
Wright, who with his brother Wilbur 
wrote a new chapter in man’s travel, 
stood with a tiny group at Kill Devil 
Hill and heard a guide explain how the 
brothers flew in a fragile machine. In 
the group were eight young North Caro- 
linians learning interesting facts to tell 
visitors at the New York World’s Fair. 
One of them said, “It’s almost like 
having the Wrights here to tell us 
about it. I'll bet they could tell us a 
lot.” But Wright said nothing; neither 
did several old-timers, including A. W. 
Drinkwater, the telegraph operator who 
had clicked out the news of the first 
flight. Not until Orville Wright had 
left the spot where he and his brother 
made history, did the public know he 
had been there. He had asked his old 
friends to keep his presence a secret. 
The outstanding case of nonrecognition 
of all time was that of the Maker of 
the world! “He was in the world and the 
world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not.”—From Tom M. Olson in 
Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


The Chief Had Eyes To See.—And 
the word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth 
(John 1:14). J. W. Alexander, in re- 
lating his first experience with “an 
ingenious type of signal light,” about 
which few non-Navy people know, 
says: “My first observation of this sys- 
tem in operation came in the summer 
of 1944 when, during the mid-watch 


S. Ziblles We have the new pocket 
size as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
Yo fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


FREE COPY 


“Facts About the Revised Standard Version Bible” 
STARTLING DISCLOSURES 
(Stamp for postage appreciated) 
Address: 
Astounding Facts 
1215 Conrad St. Palestine, Texas 

















SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival among Negro believers in 
Christ. A small revival spirit is burn- 
ing now among the students here. _ 
us express to them your promise of 
prayer and your good will. (Also, a 
Bible Institute worker with executive 


ability is needed.) 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 


Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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FURNITURE 


y WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 
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(from midnight to 4 a.m.), the signal- 
men on the bridge of our ship sud- 
denly burst into activity. ‘Stand by 
to write,’ yelled the chief signalman on 
watch. His assistant signalman grabbed 
a pad of paper and pencil and stood by 
to copy the message as the chief inter- 
preted it as he peered into the dark- 
ness through a special pair of binoculars 
at a darkened hulk about 4,000 yards 
off our starboard beam. A sister ship 
had a message for us. Staring into 
that inky darkness, in which I could 
see absolutely nothing, the chief began 
to call out words. As far as I was 
concerned, he was ‘seeing things.’ But 
the chief had eyes to see. He saw 
something out there in the darkness 
that nobody else saw, because he had a 
special pair of binoculars that were 
equipped to receive a type of polarized 
light impulse being flashed by the sis- 
ter ship, which had a special type of 
signal lamp that sends that type of 
impulse. And only people with the 
right type of binoculars could see it. 
When I borrowed a pair from the sig- 
nalmen, I was amazed to see a brilliant 
light flashing on that other ship, dots 
and dashes streaming forth in rapid 
succession. Truly, a message was com- 
ing. But it could be seen only by those 
properly equipped to see it.” Many 
people look at Christ and see nothing 
unusual—just ancther man, a good man 
* to be sure, the best that ever lived. 
But others, with eyes to see, find in 
Him the revelation of God Himself.— 
From Tom M. Olson, in the Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 

(The questions are on page 1007) 

. “In the beginning.” 

. By the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 3). 
. John the Baptist. 

. Sin had blinded men. 

5. His own things—His world, Tem- 
ple, and the like. 

6. His own people, the Jews. 

7. Not by heredity; not by self-will; 
not by man’s will (v. 13). 

8. By receiving Christ as one’s own 
Saviour. 

9. “Grace and truth.” 

10. In order that we might have 
eternal life by believing on Christ as 
Messiah and Son of God. 

WEsT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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For there is nothing that makes us 
love a man so much as praying for 
him; and when you can once pray sin- 
cerely for any man, you have fitted 
your soul for the performance of every- 
thing that is kind and civil towards 
him. ... You cannot possibly have any 
ill temper, or show any unkind be- 
haviour to a man, for whose welfare 
you are so much concerned, as to be 
his advocate with God in private— 
William Law. 


Pe WOOD 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 1 


On Your Mark! Get Set! Go! 
(Phil. 3:7-15) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


POOR start can lose a race. Some 

runners, realizing this, spend hours 
perfecting their starting technique so 
that they quickly may get into their 
full stride and rhythm. 


bd 


This week’s topic is designed to help 
us see the importance of making a good 
start in the year that is just beginning. 
Perhaps the year that has gone has not 
been all that we hoped it might be a 
year ago. Perhaps some things that 
we had hoped to accomplish fell by the 
wayside because of lack of interest or 
perseverance. But this first day of the 
new year is not to be spent in vain re- 
grets. If we can learn from the mis- 
takes and failures of the past and see 
how we may avoid similar disappoint- 
ment in 1961, then thinking about them 
may prove profitable. Otherwise we 
shall do well to do as Paul did, forget 
the past and press forward in the race 
that is ahead (Phil. 3:13). 

4 

It is well to realize that, just as in a 
foot race, there are certain preparations 
that have much to do with the effec- 
tiveness of running the Christian race. 
Both as individuals and as a young 
people’s group, failure to make these 
preparations may keep us from achiev- 
ing our goals. For example, if a runner 
has not made a duly accredited regis- 
tration or entry, no matter how he 
may desire to run, he will be disquali- 
fied. 
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It may seem almost unnecessary to 
point out to the young people in your 
group that in order to run the Christian 
race one must be a Christian. Yet there 
are many young people who, because 
they have been reared in Christian 
homes and have attended church and 
Sunday school for a long time, and even 
may have joined church, think of them- 
selves as Christians. Yet some of these 
may never have really accepted Christ 
as personal Saviour. They believe 
about Christ and live reasonably good 
moral lives, but they have never be- 
lieved on Him to the point of seeing 
that He died on the cross for them, and 
they have never accepted what He did 
for them, and have never received Him 
into their hearts. 

. # 


It may be profitable, therefore, in this 
first meeting of the new year, to make 
sure that everyone present understands 
the need of a definite and personal 
transaction with the Lord Jesus (John 


1:12), and, if any are not sure that they 
have accepted Him as their Saviour, 
by all means give them an opportunity 
to do so, quietly, right where they are, 
while all heads are bowed. 


se 


Next it may be pointed out that 
Christ cannot use, in 1961, any indi- 
viduals or groups who have not given 
to Him the control of their lives. As 
long as we insist on keeping our hands 
on the controls, He cannot fully direct 
us into the good works for which He 
has designed us (Eph. 2:10). 
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It is possible to be so loaded down 
with things that are not necessarily evil 
in themselves but which hinder our 
progress. A runner who enters a race 
wearing hip boots and a heavy rain- 
coat, or who insists on carrying even 
a portable radio, has little prospect of 
getting to the finish line before other 
contestants. Boots and raincoats and 
radios have their place, but not in a 
race. Some activities and habits are 
not necessarily wrong in themselves, 
but may hold us back if we would serve 
Christ wholeheartedly and completely. 
Pleasures, social activities, our work, 
and even our educational plans all have 
their place in a right measure, but if 
allowed to consume too much of our 
time and energy can slow us down and 
rob us of opportunities for more im- 
portant things. We need God’s guid- 
ance and help in recognizing “weights” 
in the Christian life (Heb. 12:1, 2), and 
we need a determination to count all 
things as loss that keep us from laying 
hold upon that for which Christ has laid 
hold upon us (Phil. 3:8-13). 


$8 


While New Year’s resolutions are 
often made only to be broken, there is 
certainly a place at the beginning of 
1961 for a new determination to let 
Christ so control and empower us and 
give us a holy perseverance that at the 
close of the year we may merit His 
“well done.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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How Can | Know | Am Saved? 
(Continued from page 1002) 


and that deal with salvation. It gives 
evidence that this reader earnestly 
wants to believe and does believe God’s 
Word, but she is troubled because a 
sense of the Lord’s presence is not al- 
ways felt, and there are times when 
she feels depressed and wonders 
whether or not she is saved. Now, it 
is a blessed and wonderful and com- 
forting experience to have a sense of 
the Lord’s presence and of spiritual 
well being, but it is also important to 
realize that our salvation does not de- 
pend upon our feelings, but upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ and what He has 
done about it, and this we find set forth 
in His Word. Dr. Charles G. Trumbull 
said many years ago, “Our feelings... 
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may be very delightful or they may be 
yery cold, even discouraged. Let them 
be! They will ebb and flow like the 
tides of the sea; but the Rock of Ages 
does not ebb and flow, and this fact, 
Christ Himseif, is our salvation and 
safety.” 

Many circumstances contribute to our 
feelings. Over some of these we have 
control but others are beyond our con- 
trol, and it is never safe to use our 
feelings as a barometer for our sal- 
yation. Salvation depends on facts— 
facts given to us in the Word of God 
concerning what the Lord Jesus Christ 
has done about our salvation. His 
Word tells us “that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 
15:3); that “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. For if, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life’ (Rom. 5:8-10). When the Philip- 
pian jailer inquired of Paul, “What 
must I do to be saved?” Paul replied, 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” 
(Acts 16:30, 31). God’s Word also tells 
us, “If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 
10:9, 10). God has given us all the 
facts that we need for assurance of sal- 
vation. This reader says that she does 
believe God’s Word, and that she be- 
lieves the Lord Jesus to be the only 
begotten Son of God. Her next step, 
then, is to believe God and rest quietly 
and confidently upon what God has said 
concerning her salvation, and to refuse 
to be upset and disquieted by any 
doubts that Satan may bring to her 
mind, or by feelings that are not al- 
ways pleasant. 

And just a word about using the 
Bible in the way this reader indicates. 
God’s Word is not a book of magic to 
be opened at random in an effort to 
find assurance or guidance. It is the 
daily, consistent reading of God’s Word, 
with prayer for direction and enlight- 
enment of the Holy Spirit, that will 
bring us the comfort and assurance and 
guidance that we need. Very often 
God does give us comfort and guidance 
concerning a particular problem just 
when we need it, but it will come usu- 
ally by the regular reading and study 
of the Word and not by opening the 
Bible haphazardly and putting our 
finger on a particular verse. 
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The one thing that keeps us from the 
Possibility of worrying is bringing 
God as the greatest factor in our calcu- 
lations; putting Him first in the 
Practical issue of our lives—Oswald 
Chambers. 











What the Bookshelves Show 


(Continued from page 1000) 


be used at family prayers or in one’s 
personal devotions. The book is small, 
nicely bound in blue board covers. Un- 
der a recent picture of the author on 
the inside back flap of the jacket, the 
reader learns that “he began preaching 
at the age of twelve and was ordained 
at sixteen.” In these readings one finds 
a distillation of much that he has 
learned since that day, by experience, 
prayer, and the close, continual study 
of the Word. 


The Minor Prophets: The Men and 
Their Messages. By G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $2.75.) More than fifty 
years after they were delivered, these 
sketches of the Minor Prophets give 
evidence of Dr. Morgan’s deep love for 
the Word and of his grasp of its teach- 
ings.. Each prophecy is printed in full 
according to the Authorized Version 
(and this amounts to one-third of the 
volume), and then there follows a dis- 
cussion of the date and circumstances 
of each prophecy. Each book is an- 
alyzed according to its content, its mes- 
sage summarized, and then applied to 
Morgan’s day. It should be stressed 
that this is not a commentary: the 
readers will find discussion of only a 
few scattered verses. Moreover, the 
outline does not always show how a 
paragraph of verses is to be connected 
in thought with the rest of the context. 
Although the author’s grasp of pro- 
phetic teaching forms a background for 
his exposition, his main thrust is the 
application of each prophet’s message 
to the needs of the Church. The vol- 





ume is strong on making the Scriptures 
relevant, weak on making plain the 
details of prophetic truth. Dr. Morgan 
is explicit in his rejection of any spir- 
itualizing tendency in interpretation, 
and thus piaces himself solidly on the 
side of millennialism. 
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Worship 














Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by The Scripture Union. 


Mon., Jan. 2. Luke 4:1-8. 


What a bold, ruthless enemy the Devil 
is! Fancy daring to launch an attack 
on Jesus, the Son of God! But he did 
so, and, if he dared to attack Jesus, he 
will do the same to you and me. How 
will he come to us? Sometimes like a 
“roaring lion” (1 Pet. 5:8), sometimes 
as an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14), 
often with cunning and subtilty, often 
with doubts and lies. How will he at- 
tack us? In the same way as he at- 
tacked the Lord Jesus—by trying to 
put proud, vain, wrong, and selfish ideas 
into our minds. We shall be tempted 
in 1961, but cheer up! We are in good 
company. The Lord Jesus was tempted, 
and His temptations were just as real 
to Him as ours are to us. Here is some 
grand news. The Saviour, who was 
tempted long ago, is alive today. He 


. can sympathize with us and He can 


help us, too. 
A Prayer: Almighty God, give Thy 
strength unto all who are tried by any 
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special temptation. Help them to stand 
fast in Thee, and make for them a way 
to escape, that they may be able to 
bear it; for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour. 

Question: What weapon did Jesus use 
in His fight with the Devil? 


Tues., Jan. 3. Luke 4:9-15. 


In today’s reading Satan suggests that 
the Lord Jesus should use almost magic 
powers to win followers for Himself. 
But Jesus knew that men are not made 
Christians by stunts and tricks, so He 
refused to yield to Satan’s pleas. Notice 
how He faced the Tempter. He used 
the Bible every time. “It is written,” 
He said—and Satan was routed. The 
grey heron is a timid bird that has a 
long sharp bill that he uses as a sword. 
And woe betide any other creature who 
attacks him! The Bible is our sword 
(Eph. 6:16). If we use it against Satan 
we shall be victorious. And did you 
notice the power that Jesus had when 
this series of temptations was over? 
Learn the lesson. Temptation either 
makes you or mars you. If you resist 
it, it will strengthen you. If you yield 
to it, it will weaken your will, your 
soul, and your character. 

A Prayer: O Lord God, Thou knowest 
that we have many temptations to con- 
quer, many evils to shun, many diffi- 
culties to overcome, and as many op- 
portunities of doing good; so rule our 
lives that we may follow in all things 
the perfect way of Christ, and set our- 
selves to serve Thee first, others next, 
and ourselves last; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Question: Which sentence in today’s 
reading makes you think that it was 
not long before Jesus was tempted 
again? 


Wed., Jan. 4. Luke 4:16-21. 


Read again the phrase in verse 16, 
“As his custom was.” What a splendid 
custom! It was the habit of the Lord 
Jesus to be in God’s House on God’s 
Day. The Lord had been away from 
home for some time, and, as they were 
pleased to see Him in church again, 
they asked Him to read the lesson. 
Jesus did so, but how surprised every- 
body was! Instead of the lesson ap- 
pointed for the day, He read the one 
set for New Year’s Day. And He 
stopped in the very middle of a sen- 
tence and sat down. Then He said that 
what He had read applied to Himself. 
We may follow Jesus in that way, too. 
We should ask simple questions like 
these: “What have I learned from my 
Bible today? Is there a command to 
obey? A prayer to echo? An example 
to follow? A warning to heed?” 

A Prayer: O gracious God and most 
merciful Father, who hast given us the 
rich and precious jewel of the Holy 
Word, so help us by Thy Spirit that it 
may be written in our hearts to our 
everlasting comfort, to reform us, and 
to renew us. Amen. 

Question: Answer one or more of 
the questions mentioned in the com- 
ment above. 
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Thurs., Jan. 5. 

At first, the people are thrilled with 
Christ’s sermon. But after a while the 
sermon becomes more personal. Some- 
body whispers, “Don’t take much notice 
of Him; He’s only the village carpen- 
ter’s son.” But the sermon is even 
more pointed now. “If you won’t ac- 
cept Me, then other people will,” says 
Jesus. “In the days of Elijah and 
Elisha, the people wouldn’t accept God 
—so He blessed Gentiles, like Naaman 
and the woman of Sarepta, instead.” 
This was too much! The congregation 
was filled with anger. They dragged 
Jesus from the pulpit, they threw Him 
out of the synagogue, they began to 
stone Him. Their religion was so easy 
and comfortable and they hated to be 
disturbed. “We need not worry. Of 
course God will accept us all,” was 
their belief. “If you won’t accept the 
Lord as your God, He won’t accept 
you.” That is Christ’s message still. 


A Prayer: O Lord, keep us from any 
kind of carelessness as we receive Thy 
truth. For Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Question: Can you think of some- 
thing else which happened to Jesus on 
the brow of a hill? 





Fri., Jan. 6. Luke 4:31-37. 


Why was that poor man in such a 
pitiable state? Had he yielded to temp- 
tation so often that at last the Devil 
had taken full possession of him? Or 
was he not to blame for his condition? 
Whatever the cause, he was in a sorry 
plight. But one day in the synagogue 
in Capernaum he was set free. And 
the cure began with Christ’s sermon. 
Notice that! It was so full of authority, 
power, doctrine, and truth (vv. 32, 36) 
that the devil in the man cried out in 
terror. Sermons are mighty things 
when they are founded on Bible truth 
and when the preacher is filled with 
the power of God. Christ’s preaching 
that day was so simple and clear that 
it revealed Him as God to the wicked 
spirit. “I know who You are. You are 
God’s Holy One, God’s anointed Son,” 
he cried. But even that statement did 
the man no good; it only came from 
his lips. It is sadly possible to believe 
in Jesus in your head and yet not give 
Him God’s place—the first place—in 
your heart. 


A Prayer: Help us this day, O God, 
not only to speak of Thee but also to 
show by what we are and what we do 
that we desire above all things to bring 
honor to: Thy name and credit to Thy 
Kingdom. For Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Question: Have you ever noticed the 
sarcasm in James 2:19? Look it up and 
see. 


Sat., Jan. 7. Luke 4:38-44. 


Do not be surprised if trouble has 
come to your home, even though yours 
is a Christian household. Trouble came 
to Simon Peter’s home, and it may 
well come to yours. Be sure to deal 
with your troubles in the same way 
that Peter dealt with his. Tell the 
Lord Jesus all about them, and invite 


Luke 4:22-30. 





Him to come to your home to 
with them. He will never be too by 
to help you. Think of the dozens 
people who came to Him on this | 
particular day. It looks as though 
worked all through the night to hi 
them, doesn’t it (vv. 40-42)? He is 
the same—never too busy to help 
one in need—and you and I are 
cluded. Bring your troubles to 
and know for sure that He can }k 
you perfectly. 

A Prayer: Comfort, O merciful 
ther, by Thy Word and Holy Sp 
all who are afflicted or distressed, 
so turn their hearts unto Thee th 
they may serve Thee in truth 
bring forth fruit to Thy glory. | 
Thou, O Lord, their succor and defen 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Ame 

Question: How did Peter’s mother 
law show her gratitude to the 
Jesus for healing her? 


Sun., Jan. 8. Luke 5:1 
Peter and his partners had alre: 
begun to follow the Lord, but 
needed to learn how important it 
to win others—so Jesus gives them 
really amazing object lesson. Miract 
lously, by obeying His orders, the dis 
ciples catch an enormous shoal of f 
Then Jesus challenges them—“In future 
I want you to catch men for Me. Will 
you do it?” From that day onward) 
they left everything, including the won| 
derful catch, and gave themselves to 
Jesus and their new work. If we am 
Christians, we ought to catch men fa 
Christ. Winning others is very mud 
like fishing. Our fishing tackle consi: 
of prayer, friendship, visiting peopl 
in their homes, inviting them to chi 
love, kindness, understanding, and, mos 
important of all, we must have Ch 
with us wherever we go. 4 
A Prayer: Today is Sunday, w 
members of the Scripture Union world 
wide family remember one another, 80 
we pray: O God, who by Thy Hol 
Spirit hast given Thy Word of t 
to mankind, bless all members of the 
Scripture Union, all who serve on its 
staff, and all who by their counsel guide 
its affairs. For Christ’s sake. Amen 
Question: Why was it that Peter said 
to Jesus, “Depart from me”? 
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The Times Lesson List for 196! 
(Continued from page 1005) 


as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from the over-all Scrip- 
tures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 4 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from Thé 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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